
LEICESTERSHIRE NOTES 
ARCHlEOLOGY IN LEICESTERSHIRE 1952-19531 

Report from the Department of Antiquities, Leicester Museums 

LEICESTER. Bath Lane, 581046 

On 5 February 1953 the Keeper visited Messrs. Russell's premises, on their 
kind invitation, in Bath Lane, to inspect a wall discovered during the digging of a 
foundation therein . . It proved to be a massive ,structure at least 4 ft. 6 ins. thick 
and 6 ft. high, resting on the natural gravel. 

The rear portion only had been exposed, and the wall ran north and south 
lying about 50 ft. from the river and parallel to it. It was composed of rough 
hewn and roughly laid granite blocks set in hard pinkish-brown mortar. 

There seems little doubt that this massive foundation, which lies on the same 
line as the other three discoveries in the factory, is the West Wall of Leicester. 
There was no definite indication that it was Roman, but it stands a reasonable 
chance of being so. 

LEICESTER. St. Martin's Church, 584045 

While examining tombstones stacked in the small piece of ground lying to the 
south of the Guildhall between it and Alderman Newton's School playground, Mr. 
J. A. Daniell (Assistant Keeper of Antiquities, Leicester Museum) located first one, 
and subsequently, after its removal, four other early incised slabs which had been 
removed from the church at its restoration. Two are illustrated by Nichols.2 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Tournai marble 88½ x 44 x 4. Effigies of two civilians with marginal inscrip
tion. The indents bear no trace of ever having had a brass attached and must 
therefore have been inlaid with marble or plaster, all trace of which has 
disappeared. The slab can be dated c. 1220 and belongs to a type of which 
the only other example in this county is at Waltham-on-the-Wolds. 

This slab was removed, thanks to the interest of the Provost and the late 
Mr. William Keay, and re-erected on the wall of the new vestry in St. Martin's 
East. Its removal revealed the following: 

Purbeck marble 108 x 51½ x 5. Two sets of indents. The original brass is 
that of a coped priest kneeling to a Tabernacle, with inscription below, prayer 
scroll and two shields. Early fifteenth century. About 1520-30 fresh matrices 
were cut for a civilian and wife with a crude cross between, two shields, and 
marginal inscription with six medallions. 

This slab is a remarkable example of a pre-Reformation appropriation. 
The original may well have been laid down in one of the smaller religious 
houses dissolved by Wolsey c. 1525 to provide funds for his new foundations 
at Ipswich and Oxford. 

Purbeck marble 90½ x 41 x 4½ with matrix of Midlands School brass of 
civilian and wife with Trinity above, c. 1530. Detached foot inscription with 
three sons and four daughters. Four medallions in corners. 

Stone slab 69 x 25¾ x 3½, badly perished. Inscription indent and tiny effigy 
probably of civilian or lady 6¾ ins. long. Early sixteenth century. 

5. Lower half of slab 3½ ins. thick with indents of part of foot inscription with 
fragment of female effigy above and two groups of children. Early sixteenth 
century. 
(Condensed from information supplied by Mr. F. A. Greenhill, F.S.A. Scot., 

who has sent a detailed note on the slabs for publication in the Transactions of the 
Monumental Brass Society. Measurements are given in inches throughout.) 

x Year ending 31 March 1953. 
2 History of the County .of Leicester, i. 590, plate xliii. 
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LEICESTER. St. Margaret's Church, 585052 
Prior to the construction of a vestry on the north side of the chancel (now, 

1953, in progress), R. Offley took the opportunity of cutting a trial hole at the foot 
of the east wall of the north aisle. He revealed the foundation which was composed 
of roughly laid undressed stones, without mortar, to a depth of 4 ft. 6 ins. The 
ground was much disturbed by burials but produced sherds of Roman pottery. 

(Photograph in Museum.) 

GLENFIELD, 538062 
The fifteenth-century alabaster figure of a lady of the Fulleshurst family3 after 

lying exposed in the old church for some 70 years was, after two year's effort by the 
Department of Antiquities and Mr. D. A. Blakesley, removed by the Parish Council 
to the new church, largely at private expense. 

This effigy is usually known as "The Lady of Glenfield" who is reputed to 
have lost her way and to have been guided home by the church bell, in gratitude 
for which she gave to the church the field she was standing in when she heard the 
bell. There seems to be no authority for this story, which is told of other places 
also. 

SAPCOTE, 487934 
During August 1952 a main sewer was laid through the east end of Park Field 

486934 at Sapcote. Though it ran a good 15 feet deep there were no finds of any 
description, and no traces whatever of habitation. The ditch was sectioned, but 
showed no traces of silting, and the four feet of filling seemed to be homogeneous 
throughout, suggesting a short period of use. 

This site is not the historic castle, for which we must surely look to the great 
moat (still wet) in the Vicarage garden. In passing we note the field name of Toot 
Hill, 488934, still used for the local wakes, where a stake is said to have disappeared 
totally when being driven into the ground. (Toot is used of castle mottes in the 
South Midlands.) The field is full of mounds and hollows of no cl~ar shape. 

The old green roads to the west of the church are interesting. 
During the laying of the sewer the old springs (whence it was hoped to make 

a spa in the early nineteenth century) were tapped and flowed in some quantity. 
Mr. R. J. Abbott watched the site and supplied the local information herein. 

SHARNFORD, 484919 
Contractors working in the lane to the north of ·the main road in March 1953 

found a human skeleton at a depth of about 2 ft. 6 ins., lying approximately east 
and west. It was much damaged, but was probably of an adult about 30 years old, the 
teeth being large and completely sound. It lay in natural sand. 

THEDDINGWORTH, 665859 
During a recent visit to Theddingworth we were told two interesting legends. 
One is that King Charles I, on his way from Naseby, hid at The Lodge, a 

timbered structure, and the other that until quite recently the phrase "The nine-o
clock horses will get you" was used to frighten children. This referred to the 
stage-coach: were bad children sent to be apprentices in London or Leicester? 

The inn known as the Greyhound was nicknamed "Sots Hole" after the con
struction of the Canal and the behaviour of the labourers therein. It was used 
as a threat for disobedient children to be sent there. 

LEICESTERSHIRE RECORD OFFICE 
During the year ending 31 March 1953 the following deposits, have been received 
by the County Record Office : 
(1) PARISH RECORDS (civil) 

Thurcaston Parish. (a) Overseers of the Poor : Account Books 1770-1838; 
Assessment books 1812-1837; Appointments of Overseers and Lists of the Poor. 
(b) Barrow upon Soar Union: early papers relating to Thurcaston. (c) Rate Books 
1838-1860 (Thurcaston) and 1838-1857 (Cropston). (d) Constables' Appointments 

3 ibid., iv. 612, plate c. 


